296                                LECTUBE  IX,
TJpadhis, Sukslunasarim, and Sthiilasarira.
If we -ask, what led to a belief in individual souls, the answer we get is the Upadhis, the surroundings or incumbrancesj that is, the body with the breath or life in it, the organs of sense, and the mind. These together form the subtle body (the sukshmasarira) and this stikshmasarira is supposed to survive, while death can destroy the coarse body only (the sthula-sarlra). The individual soul is held by this subtle body, and its fates are determined by acts which are continuing in their consequences, and which persist in their effects for ever, or at least until true knowledge has arisen, and put an end even to the subtle body and to all phantasms of nescience.
Creation or Emanation.
How the emanation of the world from Brahman is conceived in the Vedanta-philosophy is of small interest. It is almost purely mythological, and presents a very low stage of physical science. Brahman is not indeed represented any longer as a maker, or a creator, as an architect or a potter. What we translate by creation (srishti) means really no more than a letting out, and corresponds closely with the theory of emanation, as held by some of the most eminent Christian philosophers. There are few opinions that have not been condemned by some Council or Pope as heretical; but I know of no Council that has condemned as heretical the theory of Emanation instead of Creation or Fabrication. But if belief in emanation instead of creation has been condemned by the Church,